	Get to know St James’ Church & Graveyard
St James’ Church is one of the oldest buildings in Benwell.  It was originally designed by John Dobson. 

The church was opened in 1833 when Benwell was home to some of the richest and most powerful families in Newcastle.  The graves of many notable people including Richard Grainger, John Buddle, William Cookson and John Sowerby are to be found in the churchyard of St James’, and there are several memorials inside also.
Special features include a unique wooden ceiling designed by John Dobson, an engraving by Eric Gill, carvings by Ralph Hedley and stained glass windows by William Wailes. 

Take a guided tour or just look around at your own pace

Look for your ancestors

We have a searchable data-base and plan of the graveyard and can help you locate particular graves.
New this year……
The grave of Bishop Arthur Thomas Lloyd, the third Bishop of Newcastle, who lived over the road in Benwell Towers, has been recently restored and a new booklet produced to commemorate this.
History of St James’ Church – a new display of photographs and information about the history of the church and its relationship with the local communities.
	

Open Days, Guided Tours

Talks and Activities

at

St James’ Church, Benwell
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     Friday      7th September         10.30 am to 6 pm

     Saturday 8th September         10.30 am to 4.30 pm

     Sunday    9th September         12 noon to 4 pm

	What’s on over the Open Weekend?

Drop in anytime

· Look around the church

· Enjoy some refreshments
· See our exhibitions
· Browse our local history book stall

Guided tours

Saturday 8th Sept 
12 noon Guided tour of the church with architect and John Dobson expert Cyril Winskell 
2pm    Guided walk around the area to explore the         former Big Houses of Benwell (one hour approx)
3pm   Guided tour of the war graves and memorials in the graveyard and church

Cakes & light bites
Every day 

Tea/coffee and light refreshments available

Friday 7th Sept 

Coffee/tea and scones at the War-time Memories talk

Afternoon tea at 4pm for the Changing Benwell and Scotswood slide show
	Local History Talks 

Friday 7th September
10.30 a.m.            War-time memories  

A talk and opportunity to share your war-time memories with local author Andrew Clark 
1.00 p.m. – 4 p.m. History of the West End in Pictures 
A continuous programme of slide shows by West Newcastle Picture History Collection.  Drop in any time and join us
4.00 p.m.               Changing Benwell and Scotswood
Afternoon tea followed by a slide show depicting changes in the local area over the past three decades.   

6.30 p.m.                Benwell at War and Peace

An evening of entertainment with a light supper.  Join Time Bandits to find out more about the wars and battles that have affected the area over the centuries - from the Romans to the Second World War.  Tickets £3.  Booking essential.

Family activities

Saturday 8th September
10.30 -12.30  Craft activities for children 

2.00               Treasure hunt in the graveyard
Children must be accompanied by an adult

Every day 

Try our Graveyard Challenge trail for children & families

Graveyard wildlife quiz and activity

New this year Storytelling trail for children and families.

	
	


